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Land cover in Shetland, taken 
from Ricardo, 2022.
Peat bog shown in beige

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/6462/assessment-of-shetland-islands-council-land-carbon-sequestration




Peatlands of Scotland 
– 25% of land cover in Scotland but about 
50% of Shetland

Different types of peatland:

• Raised bogs

• Bog woodland

• Fens

• Blanket bog – the majority 
(and 13% of world’s resource)

















Approx £2M Peatland 
Action funds so far



• Case Study- Sandy Loch Phase 4

• Part of the 440ha drinking water 
catchment supplying 12000 
customers.

• 40 hectares of restoration
• 3250 peat dams

• 6000m hag and peat bank re-profiling

• 19460m erosion gully re-profiling

• 3 ha bare peat restoration

















Case Study- Girlsta- 39 ha, emitting 703.2 T CO2e/yr



Case Study- Girlsta





Aim- restore hydrology and 
repair bare peat
29000m of gullies and hags to 
re-profile
5200 dams to construct
3 ha of old peat cutting areas to 
restore














